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Abstract

“Network neutrality” 1 eSsence means; the: non-discriminaten/ treatments el daia
packets transmitted ever the: Intermet by hackhene BPeraters: and acCEss) Providers;
It Is a hotly: debated issue infthe: United States (US) and the debaier has spread
outside the' US in recent years. So) far there has heeniittle attentien to thisfissuenn
Hong Kong, probably due tor the intense market compettion inthieadhand Intermet
ACCESS.

The speaker will argue: that'ini the: competitive envirenment eir Hena Keng, INCERLIVES
oI access) providers ter deviate fiems networnk neutrality prnciples: may: amnse in
SOMe circumstances. Seme deviations: frem) - netwerk neutraliny/ s may e Iegitimate;
but some may be objectionable. I deviations: contrany: terpubliciinterest eeeur;, the
existing|law'in Heng Keng| 1S notadeguate teaddress;the proklems.

At this poeint in time, it IS, uncertain as ter Whether: the Benelits: oit any: additenal
“‘command-and-contrel” type of regulation; on “network neutrality” weuld euiweighits
costs. For thisi reason, the more propertenate approach' of industiy/ seli-regulatien
coupled withrenhanced consumer education should be: considered "Resenve Pewer
under legislation should be' provided to the regulater to: mandate therdisclosure: oi
information terconsumers in case self-regulation;fails.

About the speaker

Mr AU ManiHo is a PhD: student ini the' Faculty: of Law, University el Hong Keng. His
researchiarea Is “regulation of next-generation telecommunications Netwerks?.

Mr AU was Director-General oit Telecommunications: and  lelecommunications
Authority, Hong Keng SAR Government from August 2003iterend! oif Juner 2007 HHe
retired in July: 2007.  During| the period when M AU was; Director-General;, ie was
heading the Office ofi the Telecommunications; Autherity: (OETA), the gevermment
department responsible for the regulation of the telecommunications; industry.
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